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JERUSALEM - Israel's first
gay film festival will beheld this
week despite the strident objec
tions oftheJewish state's religious
community. _

The hall where the feshval s 29
films wiU beshown isintheValley
ofHinnom, condemned bybiblical
prophets as aplace where vile and
wicked rites werepracticed.

The location apparently made
such a strong impression on the
Israelites that the Hebrew word
for hell, "ghennom, literally
means "the Valley of H»nnom.

Thatpoint isnotlostonYitzhak
L«vi, a member of parliament
fromtheNationalReligious Party.

"This abominationwillbe a con
tinuation of the valley^ ^
said, urging that the festival be
banned. "I don't want Jerusalem to
go the way of San Francisco, to
become a center of homosexual
and lesbian culture, a culture of

^^FStival organizer Enulla Sto-
mirobviously does not agree. She
noted thatthe29 films come from
seven countries and address such
subjectsas homosexuality among
Jews and how the Holocaust af
fected homosexuals.
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be hosting this festival," Miss
Shamir said, calling it "a celebra
tion of the rights of the individual."

No one knows how many homo
sexuals are in Israel. In what is
largely a traditional, family-
oriented culture, most gay men
and lesbians prefer to stay in the
closet.

But increasing numbers of Is
raeli homosexuals are demanding
equal rights. The furor over the
festival is only the latest in a string
of controversies involving homo
sexuality — a subject that was
hardly mentioned in Israel a few
years ago.

Then came last year's Supreme
Court ruling that a homosexual
steward for El Al, the national air
line, was entitled to a free ticket
for his live-in companion. Spouses
traditionally are entitled to free
tickets.

That precedent-setting ruling
set off homosexuals' demands for
other rights. A Ttel Aviv University
professor won a free membership
to the school's swimming pool tor
his male lover.

In another case, the longtime
male companion of an army colo
nel who died demanded a widow's
death benefit. That army is consid
ering that claim.

Parliament's Labor Committee
is seeking to put together legisla
tion on homosexual rights in the
workplace and invited an expert
on traditional Jewish law, Nahum
Rackover, to testify;

"Sexual relations between
members of the same sex are de
fined by the Bible as an abom
ination," he told the committee.
"For generations, such relations
were considered a perversion.
Only recently have th^ become
an 'orientation.'"

Rabbi Moshe Feldman of the
United Tbrah Judaism Party la
ments the trend of more open ho
mosexuality.

"We must do everythingwe can,"
he said, "to keep Israel from be
coming Sodomand Gomorrah."


